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As we take a brief glance at the world at the end
of 2012, we see the immense problems there are
right across the globe. The USA are considering the
Fiscal Cliff that could be in their future amidst a
recession, Syria is experiencing a civil war that has
killed tens of thousands, the European Union faces
the prospect of some 12 million people descending
into poverty, Israel and Gaza continue to live with
rockets as a daily reality and an unknown future,
South Africa continues its fight against HIV/AIDS
amidst political corruption and infighting, while, at
the other end of the scale, small Malawi is trying to
live with the consequences of a 50% devaluation of
its currency and a desperate hope that the next six
months will see the first normal rainfall after three
years of drought in the Southern region.
This is just a small random sample of the world’s
huge list of life and death problems. As we look and
consider this list, there comes the realisation that
the church is still GOD’s chosen instrument of
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ministry, and because of that there is the inevitable
question: what is He asking of me? The initial knee
jerk response is usually that the problems are just so
big its completely out of my league, and in any
case I’m busy trying to keep my life together with
my own problems.
If that is the church’s response in 2013, we will miss
the mission GOD has already prepared for us.
Numbers are not the issue. Scripture describes what
happens when Abraham pleads for Sodom and
GOD declares that he will save the city if there are
only ten righteous people can be found in the city.
What about Daniel, who is captured and sent to
the most occultic city in the world, but through
faithful obedience and great courage is eventually
given a place of influence over the whole nation?
We could go on and speak of Gideon or Paul of
Isaiah or Timothy. But the lesson to be learnt here is
that, if I feel I can do nothing about a situation, it’s
because I am looking at what I can do rather than
what GOD can do through me.

In all the above examples GOD did not work
according to the numbers involved or according to
a formula, but through a mystery that only became
understandable when action was taken.
Add to this the corporate nature of the church. I
don’t act alone but in concert with the Body of
Christ. So in China, the body of Christ - comprising
mostly of small, clandestine groups - is establishing a
Kingdom culture in the midst of a Communist
culture that imposes great persecution. The
opposite of this is to be found in South Africa, which
according to a recent Census is majority Christian,
but year by year we see a secular culture
replacing a Christian one. The church is
yet to find the fullness of its corporate
calling and walk in it.

A KINGDOM
RESPONSE
Perhaps one of the first steps to be
taken in considering a Kingdom
response is found in Jeremiah’s prayer
“Lord, I know that people’s lives are not
their own; it is not for them to direct their
steps”. [Jer 10:23]
A surrender of my own plans and an embracing of
GOD’s plans deals with my pride then puts me in a
position where I can give glory to GOD. It is here
that I hear His revelation into my life more clearly
and experience His power as I obey in boldness.
Faithful obedience always involves boldness. Elijah
on Mt Carmel obeyed GOD with boldness when he
defeated the prophets of Baal, and GOD’s power
was poured out as a result. However, to “obey”
without boldness will always lead to a counterfeit of
what GOD wants and thus never achieves a
Kingdom purpose.
Secondly, a church that will change the world will
be one that operates naturally supernatural. Yet to
a great extent, even in the Charismatic church, our
faith in the Holy Spirit is simply intellectual. Rev
Jonathan Goforth, missionary to China, states: “I
have the strongest conviction that it would pay
many times over for the church to cease its busy
round of activities for a while and seek for the Holy
Spirit’s power as if for hidden treasure.”
Andrew Murray states: “It is high time for the church
to view prayer no longer in the light of our weakness
or our limited desires. We must begin to believe that
GOD, in the mystery of prayer, has entrusted us with
an unbelievable force that can move the heavenly
world and bring its power down to earth.”
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Lastly, lets look at a practical response to the needs
of 2013. 2 Kings 3 recounts the story of the kings of
Judah and Israel going to war against Moab.
They plan to approach Moab through the desert.
When they arrive they are without water and
seemingly in an impossible situation. Elisha is called
and agrees to enquire of the Lord. They are told by
Elisha to dig trenches, as many as they could, and
the promise from GOD was that He would fill them.
To human reason, what GOD was promising
seemed impossible. After all, they were in the
desert. Yet, without any sound or sign and from
invisible sources, the water flowed the entire
night, and by the next morning the land
was filled with water. From this event
they launched their attack against
Moab and were victorious.
Translating this into very practical
terms, the challenge is to enquire of
the Lord, both individually and
corporately, as to how you can ”seek
first His kingdom and His
righteousness” in 2013.
Do this for your family, your workplace,
your local government, for places where
you have been given special influence.
Do this for your neighbourhood, your city, your
nation and for other nations that GOD has placed
on your heart.
Then, as GOD directs, start digging trenches that
GOD can fill. Perhaps this entails standing for public
office, making some changes in your lifestyle,
transitioning your focus to a new area. The
important thing is to follow GOD and add boldness
to your obedience. Then as the trenches start to fill,
move with an increased faith that - with GOD
guiding - you can make a difference and give Him
glory. “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear
much fruit.”

CONCLUSION
2013 is a year of great challenge. There is a world to
change, to be introduced to a Kingdom culture. He
is looking for faithful, obedient people. The task is
great and He is looking for every believer to
participate. What a challenge! What a
responsibility! What an opportunity!
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A KINGDOM
ABOVE ALL
KINGDOMS
Life here in the USA has been
anything but dull. Living, and at
times, suffering through a two
year presidential bid, like many
others I have asked the question;
what was all that about? Billions
of dollars spent, campaigns run
on negativity, and at times
expressions of hate, has left the
nation more divided than ever
and the political landscape basically unchanged.
With all that said, what has happened since the election has shocked me even more. I cannot remember
ever meeting so many negative Christians who seem to believe an election result that went the opposite
way to what they had hoped for has somehow removed all hope for our nation.
The way some talk you would think the King’s return is going to be on “Air Force 1” and that the Kingdom
can only advance if political situations are favorable. How sad is that? It seems to me that a look at history,
as well as an honest look at the Bible at the time Jesus freshly launched the Kingdom, points not to a
Kingdom that thrives in ideal conditions but rather the opposite.
For me I have had nothing but a growing sense of excitement since the election and approach 2013 with
great expectation. Maybe I am the eternal optimist but I am writing this on 12/12/12. Remember whatever
nation you are in you are a part of a Kingdom that knows nothing but increase.

Celebrate the King this season and let faith rise for a year of harvest.
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