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What a year! As we reflect on 2011 we will remember some
of the headlines that will change the course of history and the
lives of our posterity forever…some happy and some not so
happy.
JANUARY

The Arab spring uprising began in Tahrir square as the Egyptians took to
the streets which would terminate in the deposing of long time dictator
Hosni Mubarak.

FEBRUARY

President Obama determines that the Defense of Marriage Act is
unconstitutional. The Defense of Marriage Act is the law that bars federal
recognition of same-sex marriages. A major attack on the biblical
standard for marriage.

MARCH

The Japanese earthquake and ensuing Tsunami which cost the lives of
thousands and caused the Japanese economy to lurch.
March also saw the beginning of the Libyan uprising.
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APRIL

The world watched with delightful enchantment at the Royal wedding
of Prince William to Kate Middleton, a welcome break from the hubhub of all that was going on around the world.

M AY

President Obama announced to the world that Osama Bin Laden had
been killed.

JUNE

Rafael Nadal wins his sixth French Open title, and in so doing ties Bjorn
Borg’s record.

J U LY

The final Space Shuttle returned to Cape Canaveral closing a chapter in
modern history.
Southern Sudan became a nation after 50 years of Islamic oppression
and Norway was subject of two brutal internal attacks killing 68 campers

AUGUST

Violent riots spread throughout the streets of Britain.

SEPTEMBER

This month saw the 10 year anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on the Twin
Towers in New York in 2001, with no attacks in the ensuing years. This is a
spiritual victory.

OCTOBER

What ever your take on Steve Jobs who died on October 5, he change
the way we all communicate and do things. He is being compared to
Edison, Henry Ford and the Wright brothers.
Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi was also killed.

NOVEMBER

The Greek prime minister calls off referendum and agrees to resign
and Italy passes more austerity measures, Berlusconi steps down.

DECEMBER

??? Watch this space.
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It is amazing to think that some of these things happened only this year. The shift on the earth seems to be
taking place so fast, yet in all this there is an amazing peace in the full knowledge that the Lord is
wonderfully in control. The shift is not only in the natural but in the Holy Spirit as well, with wonderful reports
of new awakenings breaking out all over. I personally am at a place where the boundaries have fallen in
pleasant places.
This of course does not mean that we are to become complacent and not be vigilant. In fact quite the
contrary. There are forces that continually arraying to present us with fearful scenarios and launch subtle
attacks on the very essence of our Christian values. This only serves to underscore our need to ground our
trust in the right place along with prudent discernment of those forces that would subtly come against us.
It is so easy to start to place our trust in might of nations, individuals, currencies, our own investments or
pensions and the like. We are reminded of this in the story of king David’s famous census (1 Chron 2 ) in
which the Lord actually cautioned him not to look to numbers and assets. This in turn evoked God’s anger
and caused the King to go through extreme repentance and restitution. We need to ‘sure-up’ on where
we place our trust, lest we fall into David’s trap.
Just this week I witnessed a squabble between the Governor of the State of Rhode Island and one of their
representatives. Apparently the governor had issued instructions that the term ‘Christmas tree’ was not
longer allowed to bear the name Christmas but would simply be known as the ‘Holidays tree’. In response
to this the Senator tabled and passed opposing legislation reinstating the term ‘Christmas tree’. Now
before we become over excited over the origin of the Christmas tree, let
me remind you who created the tree in the first place and who it honours.
The point underscores the subtle and constant onslaught on our Christian
values.
In a similar vein I was struck last Christmas when in Birmingham in the UK an
Islamic group complained that the word ‘Christ’ be removed from all the
Christmas decorations in shops and on the main street as they found the
Christ in Christmas to be offensive.
Which brings me back to where I began. In this rapidly
changing world we need to be ‘Keeping the Main
thing the Main thing’. His name is Jesus!

Have a wonderful
blessed CHRISTMAS.
David and Carol were
founder members of the
first COTN church in
South Africa. They
have been charged with
restoring the truth of the
Servant love of Jesus to
the Bride of Christ, and
continue their
Footwasher calling
worldwide.
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As summer heat is settling into the southern
hemisphere and the cold of winter is
beginning for those of us that live in the north,
the one thing many of us have in common is,
as the old song says, “It's beginning to look a
lot like Christmas”. A time for decorations,
Christmas lights, the giving and receiving of
gifts, plenty of food and for those of us who
believe, a time to remember the birth of our
Savior Jesus Christ.

“The truth is that God is
interested in every part of
In the our
gospels
we including
find that Jesus said
life
ourmore
than once, “again I say to you”, so with Jesus
ofthisfinances”
as myhandling
example I take
opportunity to
again say to you my favorite Scripture, which
holds in its words the true meaning of the
season.
ISA 9: 6 - 7

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To
order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will perform this.
To summarize, a child born, a son given, an eternal father whose kingly rule would know no end.
While many will gather in church buildings to remember the birth of a baby, we rejoice in the truth that he
grew to become the King of Kings and Lord of lords. As his government rule increases on the earth our
hearts are full of expectation as we look forward to his return.
As John Wesley said,” All unprejudiced persons may see with their eyes, that he (God) is already renewing
the face of the earth: And we have strong reason to hope that the work he hath begun he will carry on
unto the day of the Lord Jesus; that he will never intermit this blessed work of his Spirit until he has fulfilled all
his promises, until he hath put a period to sin and misery, and infirmity, and death; and re-established
universal holiness and happiness, and caused all the inhabitants of the earth to sing together “Hallelujah”.
(The Works of John Wesley, 1985, 499)
Let us join with all who have great hope and in this season sing, “Oh come let us adore him”, and pray,
“Your kingdom come, your will be done on Earth as it is in heaven”.
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